COMMANDER OF THE FIELDS

THE DISCOVERY OF VERNALIZATION

On a shelf near Michurin's desk., among the few., care-
fully chosen books the great transformer of nature kept
at hand., stood a thin little book printed on cheap, grey-
ish paper.

This booklet bore the title: Bulletin of Vernaliza-
tion. Next to the title was the inscription: "To my beloved
teacher Ivan Vladimirovich, from a pupil unknown to you.
T. Lysenko. 1921/^/1933."

To the bulletin there was carefully attached a news-
paper portrait of the author of the inscription. The author
was Lysenko., who was working in the Ukraine, far away from
Michurinsk, and had never engaged in horticulture; he
confined his studies to field crops.

The inscription on the greyish booklet, the title of which
could not have been explained by any of the old dictionaries,
was an error; it is beyond doubt that the pupil was not un-
known to the teacher.

About two years after tens of thousands of articles in the
entire press all over the globe had solemnly reported the
mutations of the flies X-rayed by Morgan's pupil Muller,
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